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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 3475 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT CB 

SUBJECT: KHMER ISSUE AT ECAFE AND LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 

1. THE ISSUE OF KHMER REPRESENTATION WILL APPARENTLY CONTINUE 
TO BE A MATTER OF MAJOR CONCERN AT UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL CON- 
FERENCES, INCLUDING ECAFE AND LAW OF THE SEA. WHILE NOT RE- 
PORTING REGULARLY ON DEVELOPMENTS DIRECTLY RELATED TO INTERNAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE KHMER REPUBLIC OCCASIONALLY INFORMATION HAS 
BECOME AVAILABLE TO THIS MISSION WHICH WE HAVE THOUGHT SUFFI- 
CIENTLY RELEVANT TO REPORT. A CASE IN POINT IS CAN THO A-008 
FEB 20 1974 " THE KHMER KRAHOM PROGRAM TO CREATE A COMMUNIST 
SOCIETY IN SOUTHERN CAMBODIA." COMPLIED ON THE BASIS OF CLAN- 
DESTINE REPORTING AND EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH KHMER REFUGEES 
IN SVN, THE AIRGRAM PROVIDES INFORMATION ON THE HARSH REGIME 
IMPOSED ON THE POPULATION AND ON DEEP DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE KHMER 
COMMUNISTS AND NON-COMMUNIST DISSIDENTS IN SOUTHERN CAMBODIA 
WHICH MIGHT PROVE HELPFUL IF DECLASSIFIED AND MADE AVAILABLE TO 
CERTAIN GOVERNMENTS WHICH MAY BE WAVERING ON THE KHMER RECOGNI- 
TION ISSUE. 
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2. SPECIFICALLY WE BELIEVE PAGES 24-26, WHICH RELATE REPRESSIVE 
MEASURES AGAINT THE BUDDHIST AND MOSLEM RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 
MIGHT HAVE AN IMPACT ON COUNTRIES WHERE THOSE RELIGIONS ARE A 
MAJOR FACTOR. PAGES 27-35 DEAL WITH CONFISCATION OF LAND FORCED 
POPULATION MOVEMENT, AND "ECONOMIC LEVELING" WHICH THROWS LIGHT 
ON THE HARSH ECONOMIC MEASURES IMPOSED INSTATNLY BY THE COMMUNISTS 
IN AREAS THEY CONTROL. PAGES 19 AND 20 REFLECT THE SYSTEM OF 

TERROR AND PUNISHMENT USED TO CONTROL SUBJECT POPULATIONS. FIN- 
ALLY, THE SPLIT BETWEEN THE KHMER KRAHOM (COMMUNIST) AND KHMER 
RUMDOAN (NON-COMMUNIST DISSIDENT ELEMENTS IS OUTLINED IN PAGES 
6-9. THIS INFORMATION MIGHT ASSIST IN EXPLAINING WHY THE GRUNK 
CANNOT LEGITIMATELY CLAIM TO REPRESENT THE KHMER PEOPLE. 

3. WE OF COURSE DEFER TO PHNOM PENH'S JUDGEMENT ON THE ACCURACY 
AND RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION IN CAN THO 008 BUT FROM OUR 
PERIPHERAL VANTAGE POINT CONSIDERATION OF THIS INFORMATION FOR 
DELCASSIFICATION AND SELECTIVE RELEASE WOULD SEEM A WORTHWHILE 
EXERCISE. 

MARTIN 
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